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JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
4-H Shooting Awareness, Fun and Education (SAFE) program
coach Scott Drexler, left, with shooting protege (and 17-year-old
son) Joshua Drexler.

Young Guns
BY JAMES SWIFT

james.swift@daily-tribune.com

If you’re looking for a straight
shooter, Scott Drexler is about the
finest firearms instructor you
could ask for. 

The 55-year-old Rydal resident
spent 22 years in the Navy, includ-
ing an 18-year-stint as a Navy
SEAL. “While I was in, I was an
instructor and trainer, predomi-
nantly,” he said. “I was actually a
SEAL sniper instructor and I was
also what was known as a special
weapons and tactics instructor.”

Military and civilian experi-
ences combined, Drexler’s been
teaching people how to shoot for
about 30 years. And for the last 12
he’s been sharing his expertise
with youth as a rifle coach for the
4-H Shooting Awareness, Fun and
Education (SAFE) program.

“In the fifth grade we can start
them up to BB and they literally
shoot BB up to the ninth grade,”
he said. “And from the ninth grade
they transition to the .22 team.”

About 35 children and
teenagers currently participate in
Bartow’s program, which also in-

cludes air rifle and shotgun train-
ing. Drexler said SAFE incorpo-
rates many of the same
components of adult-oriented
shooting programs, such as the
federally-chartered Civilian
Marksmanship Program.

“We hone everything around
the safety aspect,” Drexler said.
“Every practice, we start with a 25
multi-question test … it’s empha-
sized over and over again the
basic safety disciplines — keep
the muzzle safe at all times, don’t
load the gun until you’re ready to
shoot, keep your finger off the

trigger [and] make sure the back-
stop is clear.”

The results, Drexler said, speak
for themselves. Over the last 10
years the local program has pro-
duced several national and state
championship rifle teams. 

“Even our off-years at state are
memorable,” he said. “This past
May one team finished second,
missing first by three points, and
our athletes brought a first and
multiple second place individual
medals home to Bartow.”

Rifle coach mentors
4H junior shooters

SEE RIFLERY, PAGE 7A

DOWNPOURS & DETOURS

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Heavy rains Thursday night and Friday morning caused areas of flash flooding throughout the county, as seen here by the closure of Parr Wade Road from
Oakdale Drive to Cotton Bend.

Cartersville
fire marshal
imparts
fireworks
safety tips

BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

With New Year’s Eve quickly
approaching, Cartersville Fire
Marshal Mark Hathaway urges
celebrants to attend professional
fireworks shows or use extreme
caution when operating consumer
pyrotechnics.

“We do see an increase in fire-
works-related issues around the
holidays that fireworks are used
— Fourth of July and New Year’s
Eve,” he said. “… My most mem-
orable call involving fireworks
occurred on New Year’s Eve
2000.

“… There was a large mone-
tary loss at the home, and we had
a firefighter get injured on the
scene. Fireworks were not legal at
that time but the firework used
was the type that is legal now.”

On its website, the National
Fire Protection Association also
underscores the potential dangers
of fireworks.

According to www.nfpa.org,
“Fireworks start an average of
18,500 fires per year, including
1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle
fires and 16,900 outside and other
fires. These fires caused an aver-
age of three deaths, 40 civilian in-
juries, and an average of $43
million in direct property dam-
age.”

Echoing the NFPA’s figures,
Hathaway also highlighted fire-
works-related risks.

“Most of the injuries we see
from fireworks involve the hands
and face as a result of blast or
burn injuries,” he said. “Sadly, a
large number of these injuries
occur to children. Children
should not be allowed to handle
fireworks. Even seemingly harm-
less sparklers can cause serious
burn injuries with temperatures
that reach over 1,800 degrees.
People under the influence of
drugs or alcohol are also at
greater risk for injuries from fire-
works as their reaction time is
slower.

“A lot of injuries also come
from [failure] to use fireworks as
they were intended. For example,
holding a firework that is not sup-
posed to be held. In 2017, there
were around 12,900 people who
required medical attention from
fireworks injuries and eight
deaths in the United States. Two-
thirds of these injuries occurred
around Independence Day.”

For those wanting to celebrate
with consumer fireworks, Hath-
away advises the individuals fol-
low numerous safety guidelines.

SEE FIREWORKS, PAGE 3A

90th annual Emancipation Proclamation scheduled for New Year’s
BY DONNA HARRIS

donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

New Year’s Day 2019 marks the anniver-
sary of a significant occasion in Bartow
County.

The annual Emancipation Proclamation
program will be celebrating its 90th year
Tuesday at 11 a.m. at New Hope Baptist
Church at 235 Henry Mack Hill Road in
Rydal.

The Cartersville-Bartow County Eman-

cipation Proclamation Committee has
hosted the event, which is free and open to
the public, every year for the past nine
decades to commemorate President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s proclamation that began the
process of freeing the slaves during the
Civil War.

“The Emancipation Proclamation was a
landmark executive order for Americans of
African descent,” said Ken Reaves, who
has co-chaired the committee with his wife,
Sherry, for the past five years. “In my view,

it was a precursor to the 13th and 14th
Amendments, paving the road to the end of
slavery and defining citizenship in the
United States.”

The first program planned by the com-
mittee, which currently has eight active
members as well as other volunteers who
help organize the event, took place 66 years
after Lincoln signed the proclamation on
Jan. 1, 1863, according to Reaves.

“The best of our records indicate this has
continued since the first celebration began

on Dec. 11, 1929,” he said. “The program
had past speakers such as Dr. Benjamin
Mays, Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., the Rev.
Barbara King, local educator Mrs. Nancy
Beasley and [Chief Justice Robert] Ben-
ham.”

This year’s guest speaker will be the Rev.
Zachary R. Washington, pastor of Sonorav-
ille Tabernacle Baptist Church.

“[The] Rev. Washington is a dynamic

SEE EMANCIPATION, PAGE 7A

2 Bartow schools offering Spanish classes after school
BY DONNA HARRIS

donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

Two Bartow County schools are helping their stu-
dents get an early start on learning a second lan-
guage.

White and Hamilton Crossing elementary schools
have partnered with OLA Language School in
Cartersville to offer an after-school Spanish enrich-
ment program one day a week to their students in
grades 1-5. 

“We want each Bartow family to have the oppor-
tunity and the choice to expose their children to an-
other language and culture during the elementary
years,” OLALS Director William Carvajal said. “Our
research indicates that the studying of a second lan-
guage at the elementary level tends to play a vital
role, mostly in private schools. We believe in second-
language learning for all. By partnering with WES
and HCES, we are opening a unique opportunity in
our public schools to make language learning avail-

able for their students after school. We also believe
partnering with public elementary schools helps us
to accomplish our mission to educate, inspire and
empower people through language and unite com-
munities across cultures.”

Learning a second language in elementary school
is important because of the age of the kids, Carvajal
said.

“Recent brain research using magnetic resonance
imaging has shown that the best time to learn a sec-
ond language is at a young age, and children at the
elementary level are still able to absorb a second lan-
guage and develop proper accent,” he said. “In addi-
tion, exposure to another language also equips the
brain to learn additional languages later in life. Other
benefits of learning a second language at the elemen-
tary level include improved overall school perform-
ance, intellectual flexibility and superior
problem-solving skills and standardized test scores.”

SPECIAL
A White Elementary School student listens during the after-
school Spanish class conducted by OLA Language School
during the fall semester. SEE SPANISH, PAGE 4A



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Georgia Senate committee
has recommended that state law-
makers consider creating an au-
thority to oversee Atlanta’s
Hartsfield-Jackson airport.

WABE-FM reports the commit-
tee did not propose any legislation,
but adopted a recommendation to
establish a new authority “to over-
see and hold accountable the busi-
ness enterprise and operations” of
the airport.

State Sen. Burt Jones, who
chaired the committee, said that
the current management structure,
with power consolidated with the
City of Atlanta, isn’t working.
Jones pointed to past corruption
scandals, including one involving
alleged impropriety in the award-

ing of airport contracts.
But city officials have pushed

back, saying the airport has been
successfully managed — becom-
ing one of the world’s busiest air-

ports — under Atlanta’s leader-
ship.

Delta Air Lines, headquartered
in Atlanta, has also opposed a state
takeover.

2A Saturday, December 29, 2018 • www.daily-tribune.com The Daily Tribune NewsLocal
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Energy Efficient Vinyl Windows

Roofing & Siding
“Cheapest Prices in North Georgia”

Darrell Pressley • 770-324-870130 Years Experience
Locally Owned & Insured

End of Year 
SAVINGS!

Are Your Windows Energy Efficient?
Call Today...
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OBITUARIES

Florence D.
Berrong

Mrs. Florence D. Berrong, 84,
of Cartersville, GA, passed away
peacefully in her daughter’s home
on Saturday, December 22, 2018.
Mrs. Berrong was born to the late

Mr. Ed Davenport and Mrs. Bon-
nie Miller Davenport in Blue
Ridge, GA, on September 30,
1934.

Mrs. Berrong worked for over
37 years at Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company from which she
retired.  She was a loving and de-
voted wife and mother.  She loved
NASCAR, cooking and sitting on
her porch fellowshipping with her
neighbors.

She is preceded in death by her
parents.

She is survived by her husband,

Charles William Berrong; only
daughter, Shirley “Diane” Lecik
and her son-in-law, Don Lecik;
grandchildren T.J. Beck, Tracy
McClure and Shannon Lecik;
great grandchildren Alex, Cortney
and Gabby.  Many other family
members also survive to cherish
Florence’s memory.

A Celebration of Life Service
will be conducted for Mrs.
Berrong in the Owen Funeral
Home Chapel Saturday, December
29, 2018, at two o’clock in the af-
ternoon with the Rev. Chris Black-

well officiating.  Serving as pall-
bearers will be: Don Lecik, Ben
LaRue, Bobby Mullinax, Stevie
Martin, Jerome Cruz and Jonethan
Cruz. Serving as an honorary pall-
bearer will be Bobby Marshall. In-
terment will follow the service at
Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville,
GA.

Please Visit www.owenfuner-
als.com to leave online condo-
lences for the family.

Memorial donations may be
made to Etowah Valley Humane
Society in memory of Florence.

Owen Funeral Home, 12
Collins Drive, Cartersville, GA is
honored to care for the Berrong
Family in this difficult time.

Dorothy Carol
Dudley

Dorothy Carol Dudley, age 76,
of Cartersville, GA, died Decem-
ber 28, 2018.  Services will be an-
nounced by Georgia Funeral Care
& Cremation Services, Acworth,
GA  678-574-3016.

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
A tractor-trailer overturned Friday afternoon attempting to turn from Highway 293 in Emerson onto
Highway 41 south. The driver escaped with minor injuries and no other vehicles were involved.
The southbound entrance to Highway 41 from 293 was blocked for about an hour while the tractor-
trailer was uprighted.

TRACTOR-TRAILER OVERTURNS IN EMERSON Prosecutor sues Justice
Department over mentally
ill man shot 59 times

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Georgia prosecutor is suing the U.S. Department of Justice over
its refusal to provide information about how officers shot 59 bullets
into a schizophrenic college student.

Fulton County District Attorney Paul Howard said Friday that fed-
eral authorities have blocked his prosecutors from interviewing the
officers who killed Jamarion Robinson, 26.

Howard said the federal agency has also stymied his investigation
of the 2016 killing by refusing to turn over any documents, despite nu-
merous requests during the past two years under the federal Freedom
of Information Act. “We’ve never done anything like this,” he said of
the lawsuit. “Our hope was that the federal authorities would cooperate
and provide this office and this family with all the information about
this incident. I cannot understand why they have not done it.”

Robinson’s mother, Monteria Robinson, accompanied Howard
when he announced the lawsuit. “My son deserves the truth,” she said.

Atlanta criminal defense lawyer Page Pate, who isn’t involved in
the case but has handled numerous others involving the federal gov-
ernment, said the standoff between local and federal law enforcers
“is extraordinarily unusual.” “They stonewall plaintiffs all the time,
but it is unusual for them to stonewall a district attorney who is in-
vestigating a possible crime. ... They generally cooperate when it
comes to investigating serious crimes,” Pate said.

Robinson died in a hail of gunfire after a fugitive task force armed
with weapons that included submachine guns broke down the door
in the Atlanta suburb of East Point, Georgia, in August 2016, and
fired more than 90 rounds “into or inside” the apartment, according
to the lawsuit.

The Daily
Tribune News
office will be
closed New

Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day.

Georgia committee mulls
authority over Atlanta airport

Rome officer
fired after
hit-and-run
involving child

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A police officer in Rome has
been fired after he was charged in
a hit-and-run incident that injured
a 3-year-old child.

News outlets reported that 51-
year-old Rome Lt. Richard Pen-
son has been arrested and charged
with reckless driving, hit-and-run
and second-degree cruelty to chil-
dren.

The Rome Police Department
said in a news release that Penson
was off-duty and driving his own
vehicle Dec. 17 when the acci-
dent occurred at a daycare pickup
line and a child’s foot was hit.

It wasn't known if Penson has
an attorney.

Rome police asked the Georgia
State Patrol to conduct the inves-
tigation.



DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried for seven years and have two
young boys. My husband, “Cliff,”
and I earn approximately the same
amount and contribute equally to
our household expenses. 

It bothers me that if we’re on a
family excursion, and he’s driving
my minivan and we get low on
gas, he will fill the tank up only
halfway. Additionally, when we
met my friend recently for a birth-
day celebration, when we were
leaving the parking garage, Cliff
demanded my credit card to pay
for the parking. (The fee was $13.)

Unlike his past girlfriends, I
have never used his credit cards to
buy fancy clothes at expensive
boutiques. I pay for house renova-
tions that I feel are important —
porch repair, wallpaper, bedroom
furniture for our children, recessed

lighting, etc. out of my own
pocket. 

For our upcoming anniversary,
when I asked Cliff where we
would be going so I could plan ac-
cordingly, he asked me why I was-
n’t taking him out to celebrate our
anniversary. What do you make of
all of this? Frankly, it saddens me.
— MONEY’S THE ISSUE IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR ISSUE: You are short-

changing yourself. If you and your
husband agreed to split expenses
equally, you should not be paying
out-of-pocket for repairs and dec-
oration. That your husband is so
determined not to be taken advan-
tage of financially that he would
fill the gas tank only halfway sad-
dens me, too. 

However, on the subject of an-
niversaries, he does have a valid
point, so why not alternate an-
niversaries with him? One year
he’ll do the planning and take you
out to celebrate, and the next year
you’ll do it for him. 

DEAR ABBY: My son moved
back home after college two years
ago. He had major surgery on his
leg two weeks after his graduation
and a 14-month recuperation,
which I helped him through. He

hasn’t been able to find work in
his field of study. He did work for
about three months, then quit. 

He bought an expensive rot-
tweiler puppy while he was work-
ing, but now he’s unable to pay for
the shots, food and general care of
this puppy. I’m struggling finan-
cially and cannot afford to help
with the expenses. 

The puppy is destroying my
house, pulling my sofa cushions
from the sofa, gnawing on my
woodwork, etc. My son is accus-
ing me of being “materialistic and
selfish.” I feel he should have
waited until he had his own place
before he got a dog. I already have
one, “Siggy,” that was my son’s
when he was 10 years old. He no
longer wants Siggy because he’s
old now. I love Siggy as my own,
and one dog is enough for me now.

Please advise. — CARELESS IN
TEXAS

DEAR CARELESS: Your son
may be chronologically an adult,
but he’s acting like a spoiled child.
Rather than call you names, he
should be grateful you have sup-
ported him to the degree that you
have. Start talking to him like the
grown-up he is and tell him if he
can’t support his rottweiler, he
must contact a rescue group that

can find it a loving home with a re-
sponsible guardian who will en-
sure it receives the care it
deserves. Unfortunately, your son
does not qualify.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

FAMILY&LIVING
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Husband takes pact to split expenses to extremes
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927 N. Tennessee St., Cartersville, GA 
770-382-4652 • treasurechestoutlet.com

“Serving You For Over 58 Years”
770-382-1221

Pendley Heating
& Air Conditioning, Inc.

By
Abigail Van Buren

CHURCH CALENDAR
ZION HILL BAPTIST

CHURCH —1105 Mission Road,
Cartersville. Zion Hill Baptist
Church will host New Year’s Eve
at 8 p.m.

PEEPLES VALLEY BAP-
TIST CHURCH — 68 Ledford
Lane, Cartersville. Peeples Valley
Baptist Church will host a men’s
prayer breakfast on Saturday, Jan.

5, 2019, at 8 a.m. Rev. James Black
will be the guest speaker.

DAVID STREET CHURCH
OF GOD — 4 David Street,

Cartersville. David Street Church of
God is hosting the Heaven Seekers
of Piedmont, Alabama, Jan. 5, 7 p.m.
They are a family trio formed in
1989. Everyone is welcome. 

WHAT’S GOING ON

T H E  E M A N C I PAT I O N
PROCLAMATION COMMIT-
TEE OF BARTOW COUNTY
—The Emancipation Proclama-
tion Committee of Bartow County
is holding its 91st Annual Celebra-
tion on Jan. 1, 2019, at 11 a.m. at
New Hope Baptist Church, 235
Henry Mack Hill Road, Rydal. 

ESL CLASSES AT CHATTA-
HOOCHEE TECH — The Adult
Education Program at Chatta-
hoochee Technical College will be
offering free English as a second
language classes, beginning in
January at the Summer Hill Com-
plex in Cartersville. Advanced
registration and an admission as-
sessment is required to participate.
Potential students may register for
the classes at the Summer Hill
Complex at 129 Aubrey St. on
Mondays, 4 to 6:30 p.m., and on
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to noon. Must
have valid ID and proof of lawful
presence. For more
information, visit www.Chatta-
hoocheeTech.edu.

“Cartersville Fire Department
always encourages people to at-
tend a professional fireworks dis-
play,” he said. “These displays
are put on by professionals who
are licensed to use fireworks.

“If you do choose to use [legal]
fireworks, we suggest you follow
these rules:

— Only purchase fireworks
from a licensed fireworks dealer.

— Follow the manufacturers
guidelines for use and only use
them as intended. 

— Do not use fireworks under
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

— Do not let children use fire-
works. Make sure they are a safe
distance away. 

— Do not shoot fireworks at
people or buildings.

— Do not lean over fireworks
— light and get away. 

— Never relight fireworks. 
— Always wait at least 20 min-

utes before approaching a dud
firework.

— Have a water source avail-
able in case of spot fires or duds.

— Soak all used fireworks and
duds in water for at least 20 min-
utes prior to disposal. 

— Make sure fireworks use is
away from structures or anything
else that will burn.

— Remember sparklers are not
a safe fireworks for children as
they reach temperatures in excess
of 1,800 degrees, enough heat to
melt glass.

— Be mindful of pets and vet-
erans as fireworks may affect
them. 

— If anyone is injured or any
fires are started accidentally, do
not hesitate to call 911.”

Fireworks
FROM PAGE 1A
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EPA targets Obama crackdown
on mercury from coal plants

BY ELLEN KNICKMEYER
Associated Press

The Trump administration on Friday tar-
geted an Obama-era regulation credited with
helping dramatically reduce toxic mercury
pollution from coal-fired power plants, saying
the benefits to human health and the environ-
ment may not be worth the cost of the regula-
tion.

The 2011 Obama administration rule,
called the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards,
led to what electric utilities say was an $18
billion clean-up of mercury and other toxins
from the smokestacks of coal-fired power
plants.

Overall, environmental groups say, federal
and state efforts have cut mercury emissions
from coal-fired power plants by 85 percent in
roughly the last decade.

Mercury causes brain damage, learning dis-
abilities and other birth defects in children,
among other harm. Coal power plants in this
country are the largest single manmade
source of mercury pollutants, which enters the
food chain through fish and other items that
people consume.

A proposal Friday from the Environmental
Protection Agency challenges the basis for the
Obama regulation. It calculates that the crack-
down on mercury and other toxins from coal
plants produced only a few million dollars a
year in measurable health benefits and was
not “appropriate and necessary” — a legal

benchmark under the country’s landmark
Clean Air Act.

The proposal, which now goes up for pub-
lic comment before any final administration
approval, would leave the current mercury
regulation in place.

However, the EPA said it will seek com-
ment during a 60-day public-review period on
whether “we would be obligated to rescind”
the Obama-era rule if the agency adopts Fri-
day’s finding that the regulation was not ap-
propriate and necessary. Any such change
would trigger new rounds in what have al-
ready been years of court battles over regu-
lating mercury pollution from coal plants.

Friday’s move is the latest by the Trump
administration that changes estimates of the
costs and payoffs of regulations as part of an
overhaul of Obama-era environmental protec-
tions.

It’s also the administration’s latest pro-
posed move on behalf of the U.S. coal indus-
try, which has been struggling in the face of
competition from natural gas and other
cheaper, cleaner forms of energy. The Trump
administration in August proposed an over-
haul for another Obama-era regulation that
would have prodded electricity providers to
get less of their energy from dirtier-burning
coal plants.

In a statement, the EPA said Friday the ad-
ministration was “providing regulatory cer-
tainty” by more accurately estimating the
costs and benefits of the Obama administra-

tion crackdown on mercury and other toxic
emissions from smokestacks.

Hal Quinn, head of the National Mining
Association, charged in a statement Friday
that the Obama administration had carried out
“perhaps the largest regulatory accounting
fraud perpetrated on American consumers”
when it calculated that the broad health ben-
efits to Americans would outweigh the cost of
equipment upgrades by power providers.

Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, the top De-
mocrat on the Senate’s Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee, condemned the Trump
administration’s move.

The EPA has “decided to snatch defeat
from the jaws of victory” after the successful
clean-up of toxins from the country’s coal-
plant smokestacks, Carper said.

He and other opponents of the move said
the Trump administration was playing with
numbers, ignoring what Carper said were
clear health, environmental and economic
benefits to come up with a bottom line that
suited the administration’s deregulatory aims.

Janet McCabe, a former air-quality official
in the Obama administration’s EPA, called the
proposal part of “the quiet dismantling of the
regulatory framework” for the federal govern-
ment’s environmental protections.

Coming one week into a government shut-
down, and in the lull between Christmas and
New Year, “this low-key announcement
shouldn’t fool anyone — it is a big deal, with
significant implications,” McCabe said.

USDA: Partial shutdown could block
federal aid to farmers hit by trade war

THEASSOCIATED PRESS
The end of 2018 seemed to sig-

nal good things to come for Amer-
ica’s farmers. Fresh off the passage
of the farm bill, which reauthorized
agriculture, conservation and
safety net programs, the USDA last
week announced a second round of
direct payments to growers hardest
hit by President Donald Trump’s
trade war with China.

Then the government shut down.
The USDA in a statement issued

last week assured farmers that
checks would continue to go out
during the first week of the shut-
down. But direct payments for
farmers who haven’t certified pro-
duction, as well as farm loans and
disaster assistance programs, will
be put on hold beginning next
week, and won’t start up again
until the government reopens.

There is little chance of the gov-
ernment shutdown ending soon.
Trump and Congress are no closer
to reaching a deal over his demand
for border wall funding, and both

sides say the impasse could drag
well into January.

Although certain vital USDA
programs will remain operational
in the short term, that could change
if the shutdown lasts for more than
a few weeks.

The Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, or food stamps,
helps feed roughly 40 million
Americans. According to the
USDA, eligible recipients are guar-
anteed benefits through January.
Other feeding programs, including
WIC, which provides food aid and
nutrition counseling for pregnant
women, new mothers and children,
and food distribution programs on
Indian reservations, will continue
on a local level, but additional fed-
eral funding won’t be provided.
School lunch programs will con-
tinue through February.

USDA has earmarked about $9.5
billion in direct payments for
growers of soybeans, corn, wheat,
sorghum and other commodities
most affected by tariffs. The first

round of payments went out in
September. The deadline to sign up
for the second round of payments
is January 15.

The impact of the shutdown,
which began shortly before most
federal workers were scheduled for
a holiday break, started coming
into focus by midweek.

About 420,000 employees are
working without pay, while an-
other 380,000 are being forced to
stay home. In the past, federal em-
ployees have been paid retroac-
tively. But government contractors
won’t get paid for hours they’ll
lose staying home, causing prob-
lems for those who rely on hourly
wages.

In anticipation of the financial
bind many federal workers and
contractors may soon find them-
selves in, the Office of Personnel
Management offered some advice:
haggle with landlords, creditors
and mortgage companies for lower
payments until the shutdown is
over.

J. DAVID AKE/AP, FILE
The Dave Johnson coal-fired power plant is silhouetted against the morning sun in Glenrock, Wyoming, in July.  

White and Hamilton Crossing are following the lead of
Cartersville Elementary, which was the first school in Bartow
County to partner with OLA for an after-school program.

Carvajal said parents from the two schools contacted OLA to
find out if a language-learning opportunity  would be available
to their kids so OLA officials contacted Principals Amy Heater
at WES and Lynn Robertson at HCES about offering elementary
Spanish classes to their students. 

“Mrs. Heater and Mrs. Robertson saw the need of after-school
programs like ours and became very supportive of second-lan-
guage education at the elementary level,” he said. “We began our
partnership with WES early in 2018 and have been approved to
start our Spanish enrichment program at HCE next January
2019.”

Heater said a group of parents who attended the yearly school
and parent involvement meetings — where parents provide feed-
back on ways to improve the school — “expressed a great con-
cern about the school offering a second-language course.”

“We are proud to be one of the few public elementary schools
in Bartow County that support foreign-language education
through OLA Language School,” she said.

For the spring semester, White will be offering the nine-week
Level 1 classes Wednesdays from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. and the 12-
week Level 2 classes Tuesdays from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m., beginning
the week of Jan. 22.    

At Hamilton Crossing, Level 1 classes will be meeting Mon-
days or Wednesdays from 3 to 4 p.m., starting the week of Jan.
28.

The well-trained, college-educated language instructors un-
dergo extensive background checks and fingerprinting. They will
use games, music, stories and more to teach their young charges
how to speak Spanish.

“Our students have an opportunity to learn Spanish after school
in a way that is fun and engaging,” Heater said. “OLALS’s staff
are supportive and committed to our first- through fifth-grade
students while providing an atmosphere that promotes friendship,
creativity and second-language development.” 

The principal added 10 students signed up for the class in the
fall, and the school plans to add at least 10 more students through
its beginner and advanced courses next month. 

Carvajal said Robertson is paying 50 percent of the tuition for
the first 20 Hamilton Crossing students who register. 

“What Mrs. Robertson is doing at HCE deserves praise and is
clearly not often seen in other districts,” he said. “Mrs. Robertson
understands well the importance of our after-school Spanish pro-
gram and the benefits of second-language learning. More impor-
tantly, she wants to make this opportunity available to more HCE
families and is going beyond expectations to help more students
sign up for Spanish classes. We also believe Mrs. Robertson is
sending a strong message to other public schools and the com-
munity in general about the need to start providing meaningful
opportunities to elementary students to study a second-lan-
guage.”

The director also encourages more public schools to follow
Robertson’s lead and “consider funding our program either
through Title I funds or other school funds for education.”

“We can always work with each school to work and customize
a program that best fits the needs of their students,” he said.

At White, early-bird tuition is $139 for 12 weeks. 
For Hamilton Crossing, the nine-week course is $54 for the

first 20 students who register and $109 for all others. 
Early registration closes on Jan. 14. After that, students can

register at the regular tuition price.
Each class can accommodate nine to 15 students
“We have not had many registrations, but we hope families

will start registering after the holidays,” Carvajal said, adding
they need to register soon to take advantage of the early-bird
price. “We encourage families to plan ahead and save a seat
ahead of time. We usually get many phone calls for registration
after the due date.”

Students do not need to have any experience with Spanish.
The only requirements are parents need to process registration

and fee payment through OLA’s  website at
olalanguageschool.com and to sign up their kids in the after-
school program at their school. 

Spanish
FROM PAGE 1A
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BECKER BRIDGE

(Answers tomorrow)
VOUCH ENACT MISHAP UNWINDYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The TV anchorman didn’t know he was about to 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
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Dennis The Menace by Hank Ketcham 

For Better or For Worse® by Lynn Jonston

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM by Mike Peters

Barney Google and Snuffy Smith® by John Rose

Pajama Diaries by Terri Libenson

HI AND LOIS

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN

ADAM@Home by Brian Basset

Written By Brian & Greg Walker
Drawn By Chance Browne

Today’s Horoscopes

Friday’s
Answers

SATURDAY December 29, 2018

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Double-check your bank accounts or
arrangements about shared property or
inheritances to avoid a rude awaken-
ing. Something unexpected might im-
pact these areas today. 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
A friend or partner might do something
that blows you out of the water today.
At the very least, this person will sur-
prise you. Be prepared for this.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Your work routine will be interrupted
today because of computer crashes, staff
shortages, power outages, fire drills —
something. Allow extra time so that you
can cope with the unexpected.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
This is an accident-prone day for your
kids, which means parents must be
extra vigilant. Meanwhile, social plans
might be canceled or changed. Pay at-

tention to this.
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Small appliances might break down
today or minor breakages could occur,
because something will change your
home routine. Maybe someone unex-
pected will knock on your door.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Be mindful and pay attention to every-
thing you say and do, because today is
a mildly accident-prone day. Keep
your wits about you and be aware.
LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Keep an eye on your possessions and
your money today, because something
unexpected might happen. For exam-
ple, you might find money; however,
you might lose money! Therefore,
guard your possessions against loss,
theft and damage.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Today you feel independent, even re-
bellious! You don’t want anyone
telling you what to do or trying to hold

you back about anything. That’s for
sure! (Wow.)
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
This is a restless day, which is why you
have that feeling something might hap-
pen. You’re waiting for the other shoe
to drop. Relax, this is minor and is
gone by tomorrow.  
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
A female friend might surprise you
today by saying or doing something you
least expect. Or perhaps you will meet
someone new who is a real character.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
A boss, parent or authority figure might
catch you off guard today or say or do
something you least expect. Don’t
overreact. Don’t quit your day job.
PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Travel plans will be delayed, changed
or canceled today. Even school plans
might be changed. Therefore, double-
check your schedule. Stay on top of
things.

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews

ACROSS 
1 Prison knife
5 Poultry shop 

purchase
10 Curved beam 

overhead
14 Tim Daly’s sis
15 One more time
16 Yarn
17 High point
18 Careless
20 Gun the engine
21 Humerus or ulna
22 Despised
23 Bumbling
25 Current calendar 

pg.
26 __ public; 

signature certifier
28 Blazer
31 Modify
32 Grouch
34 Solemn promise
36 BBQ favorites
37 Dull noises
38 Mister in Munich
39 Actor Brynner
40 Self-confidence
41 Sicker than 

before
42 Highway divider
44 Deep narrow 

valley
45 Cerise or scarlet
46 Tough tissue
47 Basketball’s 

Johnson
50 Repair
51 Road __; 

inconsiderate 
driver

54 Honest
57 List of dishes
58 Six-sided figure
59 Still breathing
60 Writer Zane
61 Recipe verb
62 Deadly creature
63 __ up; blow it

DOWN
1 Celebrity
2 Excessive 

publicity
3 Sure to happen

4 Irritate
5 Awning
6 Representative
7 Summon with a 

beeper
8 Wesson product
9 180 degrees 

from SSW
10 Assault
11 Huck Finn’s float
12 Classic board 

game
13 __ a grudge; 

remained bitter
19 Cash alternative
21 Lahr or Parks
24 Short rests
25 Quayle & Rather
26 __ a soul; 

nobody
27 Loathing
28 Green gem
29 In all places
30 Human trunk
32 Facial feature
33 Moscow’s nation: 

abbr.
35 Songbird

37 Warty amphibian
38 Sharpen
40 Portion
41 Magician’s rod
43 Motorist
44 Ash fragment
46 Begin a 

badminton game
47 Apple computers

48 Border on
49 Mongolian desert
50 Motel employee
52 Singles
53 Fellows
55 Cry from the flock
56 Ancient
57 “Dr. Zhivago” 

production co.

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12/29/18

Friday’s Puzzle Solved
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Business

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

          YTD
Name          Div   Yld    PE     Last      Chg  %Chg

          YTD
Name          Div   Yld    PE     Last     Chg  %Chg

AT&T Inc 2.04 7.2 6 28.46 +.31 -26.8
AbbottLab 1.28 1.8 30 71.09 +.46 +24.6
AMD ... ... ... 17.82 +.33 +73.3
Allstate 1.84 2.2 12 82.02 +.23 -21.7
AlpAlerMLP 1.35 15.6 ... 8.64 -.03 -19.9
Altria 3.44 7.0 15 48.89 +.19 -31.5
Apache 1.00 3.8 17 26.34 -.40 -37.6
Apple Inc 2.92 1.9 16 156.23 +.08 -7.7
BP PLC 2.38 6.2 11 38.13 +.40 -9.3
BankOZK .84 3.7 7 22.59 +.19 -53.4
BkofAm .60 2.5 12 24.39 +.02 -17.4
B iPVxST rs ... ... ... 48.82 +.05 +74.9
BarrickG .28 2.1 73 13.12 -.59 -9.3
BlockHR 1.00 4.0 10 25.23 +.11 -3.8
BrMySq 1.64 3.2 50 50.94 +.53 -16.9
CSX .88 1.4 9 62.08 +.02 +12.9
CampSp 1.40 4.2 12 33.44 -.06 -30.5
Caterpillar 3.44 2.7 12 125.61 -1.06 -20.3
ChesEng ... ... 3 2.15 -.06 -45.7
Chevron 4.48 4.1 22 108.65 -.67 -13.2
Cisco 1.32 3.1 19 42.77 -.14 +11.7
Citigroup 1.80 3.5 9 51.83 +.06 -30.3
CocaCola 1.56 3.3 89 47.20 -.33 +2.9
ColgPalm 1.68 2.8 25 59.62 -.07 -21.0
ConAgra .85 4.0 12 21.18 -.04 -43.8
Darden 3.00 3.1 18 98.34 -.21 +2.4
Deere 3.04 2.1 22 145.28 -.68 -7.2
Disney 1.76 1.6 14 107.30 +.78 -.2
DowDuPnt 1.52 2.9 17 53.02 -.31 -25.6
EliLilly 2.58 2.3 ... 114.20 +1.31 +35.2
Equifax 1.56 1.7 16 92.86 -1.27 -21.3
EsteeLdr 1.72 1.3 43 128.56 +.17 +1.0
ExxonMbl 3.28 4.8 13 68.17 -.77 -18.5
FordM .60 7.7 4 7.81 -.04 -37.5
GenElec .04 .5 ... 7.51 +.24 -57.0
Goodyear .64 3.1 7 20.34 +.11 -37.0
HP Inc .64 3.2 6 20.34 -.04 -3.2
HeliosM rs ... ... ... .02 +.00 -100.0
HomeDp 4.12 2.4 19 170.22 -.10 -10.2
Hormel s .84 2.0 23 42.37 -.19 +16.4
iShBrazil .67 1.8 ... 38.08 +.33 -5.9
iShChinaLC .87 2.2 ... 39.07 -.02 -15.4
iShEMkts .59 1.5 ... 39.24 +.37 -16.7
iS Eafe 1.66 2.8 ... 58.69 +.31 -16.5
iShiBxHYB 5.09 6.3 ... 81.04 +.12 -7.1
iShR2K 1.77 1.3 ... 132.86 +.38 -12.9

iShCorEafe 1.56 2.8 ... 54.81 +.34 -17.1
Intel 1.20 2.6 18 46.75 +.39 +1.3
IntPap 1.90 4.8 13 39.81 -.57 -31.3
Inv QQQ 1.31 .9 ... 152.97 -.08 -1.8
iShCorEM .95 2.0 ... 47.25 +.35 -17.0
JohnJn 3.60 2.8 18 127.27 -.14 -8.9
Kroger s .56 2.0 10 27.58 +.20 +.5
LockhdM 8.80 3.4 32 261.26 +1.47 -18.6
Lowes 1.92 2.1 20 91.87 +.01 -1.2
McDnlds 4.64 2.6 27 175.56 -.15 +2.0
Merck 2.20 2.9 28 75.37 -.01 +33.9
MicronT ... ... 3 31.57 -.36 -23.2
Microsoft 1.84 1.8 42 100.39 -.79 +17.4
Mohawk ... ... 9 117.20 -.66 -57.5
MorgStan 1.20 3.0 9 39.37 -.29 -24.9
NCR Corp ... ... 20 22.69 ... -33.2
NewellRub .92 5.0 ... 18.38 -.02 -40.5
NikeB s .88 1.2 56 73.34 -.33 +17.3
NokiaCp .19 3.3 ... 5.81 +.18 +24.7
Oracle .76 1.7 48 44.82 -.15 -5.2
PepsiCo 3.71 3.4 32 110.36 +.94 -8.0
Pfizer 1.44 3.4 17 42.96 +.11 +18.6
PhilipMor 4.56 6.8 16 67.27 +.59 -36.3
PrUltPQ s ... ... ... 36.22 -.15 -21.7
ProctGam 2.87 3.1 23 91.18 -.84 -.8
PShtQQQ rs .07 ... ... 17.13 +.05 -20.4
RiteAid ... ... 1 .69 +.04 -65.0
S&P500ETF 4.13 1.7 ... 247.75 -.32 -7.2
SouthnCo 2.40 5.5 21 43.95 ... -8.6
SP CnSt 1.28 2.5 ... 50.57 ... -11.1
SPDR Fncl .46 1.9 ... 23.59 -.01 -15.5
SunTrst 2.00 4.0 9 49.78 +.24 -22.9
3M Co 5.44 2.9 26 189.37 -1.33 -19.5
USG ... ... 24 42.70 -.10 +10.7
VanEGold .06 .3 ... 20.60 -.37 -11.4
VangEmg 1.10 2.9 ... 38.17 +.27 -16.9
VangFTSE 1.10 3.0 ... 37.02 +.24 -17.5
VerizonCm 2.41 4.4 7 55.27 +.12 +4.4
vTvTherap ... ... ... 2.27 +1.24 -62.2
WalMart 2.08 2.3 53 92.13 +.54 -6.7
WeathfIntl ... ... ... .40 +.08 -90.3
WellsFargo 1.72 3.8 11 45.78 +.25 -24.5
Wendys Co .34 2.2 17 15.63 +.16 -4.8
WDigital 2.00 5.4 4 36.74 -.15 -53.8

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards. lf = Late filing with 
SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past 
year. rt = Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = Units.  vj = In 
bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants.  Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are 
unofficial.

MUTUAL FUNDS 

American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 85,537 42.45 -7.9 -4.1/C +8.8/B 5.75 250
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 60,441 33.74 -7.3 -7.3/C +7.2/B 5.75 250
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 57,349 40.79 -7.5 -4.0/A +7.9/A 5.75 250
Federated EqInc,IncA  f LV 785 18.45 -10.3 -12.8/E +2.7/E 5.50 1,500
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm  x LB 164,099 86.36 -9.2 -5.7/A +8.4/A NL 0
George Putnam BalA  m MA 959 17.73 -4.8 -4.0/A +5.5/A 5.75 0
INVESCO QualIncA  m CI 302 11.47 +1.4 -0.2/B +2.4/C 4.25 1,000
Lord Abbett AffiliatedA  m LV 5,597 13.07 -9.7 -8.6/B +6.2/B 5.75 1,000
Lord Abbett BdDebA  m MU 4,438 7.45 -1.9 -4.2/E +3.9/A 2.25 1,000
Lord Abbett DevelopingGrA  m SG 616 18.18 -10.8 +2.6/A +4.4/D 5.75 1,000
Lord Abbett MltAsstGlbOppA  m IH 118 9.88 -6.1 -12.4/E +0.5/E 2.25 1,000
Lord Abbett SmCpValA  m SB 329 14.81 -12.7 -13.6/C +2.4/D 5.75 1,000
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 1,189 6.62 -2.1 -1.4/C +1.6/C 4.00 0
Putnam EqIncA  m LV 8,057 21.01 -9.3 -9.4/B +6.0/B 5.75 0
Putnam GlbEqA  m WS 677 13.63 -8.5 -13.7/D +2.3/D 5.75 0
Putnam GlbHCA  m SH 1,212 45.21 -8.2 -2.3/C +6.6/D 5.75 0
Putnam IntlGrA  m FG 215 18.53 -7.5 -18.8/E -0.4/E 5.75 0
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 3,936 73.76 -8.2 -2.5/B +9.1/B 5.75 0
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 253,238 229.46 -9.2 -5.7/A +8.4/A NL 3,000
Vanguard InsIdxIns LB 116,738 225.61 -9.2 -5.7/A +8.4/A NL 5,000,000
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus LB 104,731 225.62 -9.2 -5.7/A +8.4/A NL 100,000,000
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 128,269 15.10 -5.7 -14.8/C +0.9/A NL 0
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 203,888 61.55 -9.5 -6.5/B +7.8/B NL 3,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns LB 123,279 61.57 -9.5 -6.5/B +7.8/A NL 5,000,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv LB 129,896 61.54 -9.5 -6.6/B +7.7/B NL 3,000

        Total Assets                     Total Return/Rank               Pct        Min Init
Name   Obj    ($Mlns)      NAV      4-wk      12-mo         5-year     Load            Invt

CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GI -Intermediate Government, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large 
Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate Allocation, MU -Multisector Bond, SB -Small Blend, SG -Small Growth, SH -Health, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same objective: A is in top 20%, 
E in bottom 20%. Min Init Invt: Minimum $ needed to invest in fund. Source: Morningstar. 
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MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)
Name          Vol (00)  Last Chg

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name Last Chg %Chg

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name Last Chg %Chg

GenElec 1215548 7.51 +.24

AMD 1085829 17.82 +.33

BkofAm 779752 24.39 +.02

AT&T Inc 475486 28.46 +.31

FordM 472969 7.81 -.04

ChesEng 417984 2.15 -.06

Apple Inc 417401 156.23 +.08

vTvTherap 407518 2.27 +1.24

Oracle 391409 44.82 -.15

BarrickG 382382 13.12 -.59

vTvTherap 2.27 +1.24 +120.4

CoolHl rs 2.02 +.69 +51.9

MaidnH pfD 7.95 +2.44 +44.3

Maiden pfC 8.08 +2.47 +44.0

QntmDSS rs 2.04 +.54 +36.0

Maiden prA 8.76 +2.06 +30.7

CarverBc lf 3.44 +.73 +26.9

KewnSc 29.30 +6.00 +25.8

RegHlt pfA 2.25 +.46 +25.7

AspenAero 2.17 +.44 +25.4

SelIncREIT 7.55 -9.93 -56.8

CLPS Inc n 2.25 -1.07 -32.2

Uxin Ltd n 5.08 -1.51 -22.9

Energous 5.87 -1.17 -16.6

ObalonT n 2.25 -.36 -13.8

CTI Inds 3.00 -.44 -12.8

PepperFd n 5.56 -.81 -12.7

SmaashEnt 2.32 -.33 -12.5

MarinSft rs 6.12 -.83 -11.9

PintecTc n 9.34 -1.16 -11.0

STOCK MARKET INDEXES

 26,951.81 21,712.53 Dow Industrials 23,062.40 -76.42 -.33 -6.70 -6.70
 11,623.58 8,636.79 Dow Transportation 9,109.13 -45.11 -.49 -14.16 -14.16
 762.26 647.81 Dow Utilities 711.94 +1.05 +.15 -1.58 -1.58
 13,637.02 10,723.66 NYSE Composite 11,290.95 +5.64 +.05 -11.85 -11.85
 8,133.30 6,190.17 Nasdaq Composite 6,584.52 +5.03 +.08 -4.62 -4.62
 1,309.73 1,041.66 S&P 100 1,104.34 -.83 -.08 -6.66 -6.66
 2,940.91 2,346.58 S&P 500 2,485.74 -3.09 -.12 -7.03 -7.03
 2,053.00 1,565.76 S&P MidCap 1,646.49 -.75 -.05 -13.37 -13.37
 30,560.54 24,129.49 Wilshire 5000 25,541.17 -10.46 -.04 -8.11 -8.11
 1,742.09 1,266.93 Russell 2000 1,337.92 +6.10 +.46 -12.87 -12.87

                52-Week                                                                                    Net                          YTD       12-mo
         High             Low             Name                                 Last                Chg        %Chg     %Chg        %Chg

MARKET SUMMARY: NYSE AND NASDAQ
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‘Singapore shops’ expose gap in sanctions push
BY ERIC TALMADG

Associated Press

PYONGYANG, North Korea
— Despite the unwanted publicity
of a criminal trial for one of their
main suppliers, business is boom-
ing at Pyongyang’s “Singapore
shops,” which sell everything
from Ukrainian vodka to brand-
name knock-offs from China. The
stores stock many of the very
things United Nations’ sanctions
banning trade in luxury goods are
intended to block and provide a
nagging reminder that not all po-
tential trade partners are lining up
behind the U.N.’s pronouncements
or the Trump administration’s pol-
icy of maximum pressure on the
North.

Especially when there’s a buck
— or a few million bucks — to be
made.

The stores are anything but se-
cret.

They are well marked, open to
walk-ins and distribute their own
membership cards to reward regu-
lar customers. Until recently, the
name of their Singaporean partner,
the OCN Group, was printed on
the Bugsae shop’s plastic shop-
ping bags. And while being the
focus of the court case that could
land OCN’s former director in
prison for a very long time, they
continue to unabashedly specialize
in imported products — perfumes,
fine jewelry, wines, clothing and
cosmetics — that would appear to
blatantly violate U.N. restrictions.

Formally known as the Potong-
gang Ryugyong Shop and the
Bugsae Shop, the stores are a fix-
ture of the upscale shopping scene
in Pyongyang, catering to the cap-
ital’s elites, Chinese businessmen
and members of the diplomatic
corps. Purchases can be made in
dollars, euros and Chinese yuan.
The price in each is displayed dig-
itally on the cash register.

Both stores have been substan-
tially renovated since last summer.

The Ryugyong store now has a
coffee shop behind the imported
shoe section on its second floor.
The Bugsae shop has installed
dark wood paneling and glass cas-
ing for its wines and spirits corner,
which was recently dominated by
vodkas from the Ukraine. It has
separate display areas for snacks
and soft drinks from Japan,
Malaysia and China, a row dedi-
cated to fancy shampoos, and a
section in the rear for imported
electronic appliances and house-
hold goods.

The well-stocked shelves belie
the hit supplies must have taken
with the arrest of their former Sin-
gaporean trading partner.

Ng Kheng Wah, 56, faces 80
charges of violating United Na-

tions sanctions for allegedly sup-
plying $6 million worth of luxury
goods to the Bugsae Shop from
2010 to 2017. This includes
watches “clad with a precious
metal,” jewelry, musical instru-
ments and wine. While OCN is not
mentioned, the charges accuse Ng
of trying to defraud banks through
another of his companies, T Spe-
cialist International.

Ng, who stepped down as an
OCN director in March, also faces
81 charges for working with a
partner identified as Wang Zhi
Guo to deceive DBS, the Oversea-
Chinese Banking Corp. Ltd and
Malayan Banking Berhad to carry
out his deals, issuing false in-
voices for the sale of Watari In-
stant Noodles to T Specialist, most
amounting to hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

Ng was charged on July 18 and
granted bail of 500,000 Singapore
dollars ($364,645). A pretrial con-
ference is scheduled for Jan. 17.
For each offense under the U.N.
sanctions act, Ng faces a maxi-
mum sentence of five years in jail
and a 100,000 Singapore dollars
($72,929) fine. Each cheating
charge comes with an additional
maximum jail term of 10 years
and an unspecified fine.

Singapore authorities have ac-
cused another Singaporean and a
North Korean man of helping to
supply luxury goods to Py-
ongyang. They are also investigat-
ing a Singaporean businessman
who is facing criminal charges in
the United States for allegedly vi-
olating sanctions against North
Korea.

Ng denied any wrongdoing in

an interview with the Singaporean
newspaper The Straits Times
shortly after reports of possible vi-
olations became public. He said
OCN was the sole distributor of
the popular Japanese Pokka brand
canned drinks in North Korea
from 2000 and 2012, but claimed
OCN dropped that when Japan im-
posed sanctions banning such ex-
ports. Documents presented in
court show that in early 2014 his
other business, T Specialist Inter-
national, presented a bogus in-
voice to a bank from which it was
seeking a loan, claiming it had re-
ceived $522,410 for Pokka sales.

The case hints at an uncomfort-
able truth that has long hamstrung
efforts to make sanctions enforce-
ment really bite: engaging the
North is not as uniformly taboo
with potential trading partners as

Washington might like.
China has long been Py-

ongyang’s biggest pipeline. With
Ng on trial, it’s almost certainly
where most of the Singapore shops’
goodies come from, even if they
originate elsewhere. The two coun-
tries have a long border, a rail con-
nection, and almost-daily flights
between their capitals that allow for
the transport of a significant amount
of goods. Russia is another impor-
tant trader. So have been interests in
countries like Egypt, which helped
fund and set up the North’s mobile
phone system, and HB Oil of Mon-
golia, which was involved in a 2013
deal to build gas stations in Py-
ongyang.

Singapore, which in June hosted
the summit between President Don-
ald Trump and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, has relatively close
ties with the North. North Korea
runs an embassy in Singapore,
though Singapore does not have an
embassy in Pyongyang.

The two also have a long history
of doing business.

While rumors swirled about how
the Trump summit might lead to the
North getting its first McDonalds, a
trio of Singaporean businessmen
had already gotten the jump on the
Pyongyang burger market, in 2009.
Burgers hot off the grill of the chain
of fast food restaurants started by
Patrick Soh, Quek Cher Lan and
Timothy Tan called “Samtaesong,”
or Three Big Stars, are almost re-
quired eating at an amusement park
next to Kim Il Sung Stadium.

The menu at another somewhat
fancier Samtaesong outlet has a
wide selection of coffee, smoothies,
fried chicken and even “Sausage,
Egg and Cheese McGrddles” on its
menu.

Soh, also speaking to The Straits
Times, claims to currently receive
no income from the restaurants and
says he has cut back his travel to
Pyongyang.

DITA ALANGKARA/AP
A North Korean woman walks outside Bugsae Shop, also known as the “Singapore Shop,” in Pyongyang, North Korea, earlier this
month. 

More volatility: US stocks wobble on another turbulent day
BYALEX VEIGA

AP Business Writer

U.S. stocks wavered between small gains
and losses Friday, struggling to maintain the
momentum from a two-day winning streak
following a week of volatile trading. En-
ergy companies led a broad, late-afternoon
slide. Smaller company stocks were out-
gaining the rest of the market.

The S&P 500 index fell 4 points, or 0.2
percent, to 2,484 as of 3:29 p.m. Eastern
Time. The Dow Jones Industrial Average
dropped 93 points, or 0.4 percent, to
23,045. The Nasdaq added 7 points, or 0.1
percent, to 6,586. The Russell 2000 index
of smaller-company stocks rose 10 points,
or 0.8 percent, 1,341.

On Thursday the Dow erased a 600-point
loss and finished with a gain of 260 points.
The swing was indicative of the volatility
that has gripped the stock market through-

out December. Friday has seen its own fluc-
tuations, though less dramatic.

“It seems like convulsions in either di-
rection have been the real norm for much
of December and that’s certainly been the
case this week,” said Eric Wiegand senior
portfolio manager for Private Wealth Man-
agement at U.S. Bank. “The initial push
higher and then seeing it subside a little bit
is perhaps getting back to a little bit more
of a normal environment, reflecting the re-
ality that we have still a number of issues
overhanging the market.”

Volatility has been the norm in Decem-
ber as investors have grown worried that
the testy U.S.-China trade dispute and
higher interest rates would slow the econ-
omy, hurting corporate profits. The Dow
has dropped 2 percent or more in six trading
sessions and had a 5 percent gain on
Wednesday. The market’s sharp downturn
since October has intensified this month,

erasing all its 2018 gains and nudging the
S&P 500 closer to its worst year since 2008.
Even with the two-day winning streak
heading into Friday, the Dow, S&P 500 and
Nasdaq are all down more than 9 percent
for the month and stocks are on track for
their worst December since 1931.

“The market is substantially cheaper than
it was going into the fourth quarter, and we
believe quite a bit of the price action we
saw in the fourth quarter was more indica-
tive of a panic and a recession,” said Janet
Johnston, portfolio manager at TrimTabs
Asset Management. “And that sets up a
good buying opportunity.”

Oil prices recovered after wavering in
midmorning trading. Benchmark U.S.
crude rose 1.6 percent to settle at $45.33 a
barrel in New York. Brent crude, used to
price international oils, inched up 0.1 per-
cent to close at $52.20 a barrel in London.

Despite the rise in oil prices, energy sec-

tor stocks declined. Cabot Oil & Gas slid
3.7 percent to $22.88, while Hess lost 2.1
percent to $40.66.

Wells Fargo rose 1.2 percent to $46.06
on news that the lender has agreed to pay
$575 million in a national settlement with
state attorneys general over its fake bank
accounts scandal. The San Francisco-based
bank said in 2015 that its employees
opened millions of unauthorized bank ac-
counts for customers in order to meet unre-
alistic sales goals.

Tesla climbed 5.3 percent to $332.96
after naming two independent directors to
its board under an agreement with federal
regulators.

Homebuilders fell broadly in the morn-
ing after the National Association of Real-
tors said its pending home sales index fell
last month as fewer Americans signed con-
tracts to buy homes. Higher mortgage rates
and prices are squeezing would-be buyers

out of the market, especially in the West.
The stocks mostly recovered by mid-after-
noon. William Lyon Homes gained 3.4 per-
cent to $10.81.

Bonds prices rose early then leveled off.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury was flat
at 2.74 percent.

The dollar declined to 110.41 yen from
Thursday’s 110.74 yen. The euro weakened
to $1.1442 from $1.1449.

Gold edged up 0.1 percent to $1,283 an
ounce and silver gained 0.8 percent to
$15.44 an ounce. Copper rose 0.5 percent
to $2.68 a pound.

In Europe, Germany’s DAX rose 1.7 per-
cent and France’s CAC 40 added 1.7 per-
cent. London’s FTSE 100 gained 2.3
percent. Major indexes in Asia finished
mostly higher. Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 shed 0.3
percent, while Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
ended 0.1 percent higher. Seoul’s Kospi
added 0.6 percent. 
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The following information —
names, photos, addresses, charges
and other details — was taken di-
rectly from Bartow County Sher-
iff’s Office jail records. Not every
arrest leads to a conviction, and a
conviction or acquittal is deter-
mined by the court system. Arrests
were made by BCSO deputies ex-
cept where otherwise indicated.

December 27

• Matthew
Stephen Able-
man, of 214 S.
Bartow St. SE B,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pro-
bation violation and two counts of
family violence battery.

• Thomas Her-
schell Brownlow
Jr., of 51 Scott
Road NE, Rome,
was boarded at the
jail.

• Christina Leigh
Bryant, of 2085
East Hermitage
Road, Kingston,
was arrested and
charged with theft
by taking.

• James Willie
Jackson, of 60
Shaw St. NW,
Kingston, was ar-
rested and charged
with probation vi-
olation.

• Franklin Lamar Kemp, of 114
Courrant St. SE, Cartersville, was
arrested and charged with criminal

trespass, posses-
sion of less than 1
ounce of mari-
juana, possession
and use of drug-re-
lated objects, pos-
session of
methamphetamine, riot in a penal
institution and two counts of will-
ful obstruction of law enforcement
officers.

• Tristen Wayne
Magee, of 11
Young Deer Trail
NE, White, was
arrested and
charged with two
counts of cruelty
to children and battery-family vi-
olence.

• Joseph Edward
Otting, of 304
Reynolds St.
Rome, was ar-
rested and charged
with probation vi-
olation.

• Tyler Lee
Roden, of 227
Gaines Road NW,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged reckless
driving, driving an
unsafe or improperly equipped ve-
hicle, willful obstruction of law
enforcement officers, hit and run,
driving without a valid license,
fleeing police and failure to obey
a traffic control device.

• Sheldon Mur-
ray Sanders, of
1393 Euharlee
Road SW, Eu-
harlee, was re-
turned to court.

• Cheryl Culp Schenck, of 1608
Fairy Dell Trail, Lookout Moun-
tain, was arrested and charged

with striking a
fixed object, im-
proper lane change
and driving under
the influence of al-
cohol.

• Kyle Michelle
Smith, of 416
Dutton Commu-
nity Road SE,
Adairsville, was
arrested and
charged with im-
proper lane change and driving
under the influence of drugs.

• Antoinette
Denise Taylor, of
18 Fredda Lane
SE, Cartersville,
was arrested on an
agency assist.

• Taylor Eliza-
beth Turner, of
5013 Galaxy Way,
Huntsville, Ala-
bama, was ar-
rested and charged

with probation violation.

• Joel Millet
Velez, of 263 Mac
Johnson Road NW
Lot 38,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with driv-
ing with a suspend license.

• James Eric
Williams, of 4080
Joe Frank Harris
Parkway NW,
Cartersville was
arrested and
charged with fail-
ure to appear, battery-family vio-
lence and probation violation.

• Cedric Tjay
Word, of 19 Moss
Way NW,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pro-
bation violation
and returned to bond.

N.C.

FLA.

ALA.

TENN.

S.C.

Rome

Athens

Macon

Atlanta

Augusta

Savannah

Albany

Columbus

Valdosta

59/46

66/51

68/56

63/52

70/56

72/62

72/63

67/57

75/62
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Today’s weather

Forecast for Saturday, December 29, 2018
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BARTOW 
BLOTTER

4 N. Tennessee St. • 770-382-7321

Monday: Large Mexican Salad $550

(Shell $100 More)

Tuesday: Taco $100 (Soft or Hard)

Wednesday: Whole Potato Pancho $500

Thursday: Reg. Mexicali $500

Friday: Med. Meat Nachos $500

5pm to 9pm 75¢ Wings

Saturday: 75¢ Wings or
10 Wings, FF & Med. Drink $1099 

* Sour cream and black olives 50¢ extra

Monday - Saturday 10:30am - 9:00pm

Join Us For Daily Specials

CONSTRUCTION TO
PERMANENT FINANCING
AVAILABLE AT REGIONS

Renee Killian
NMLS #546413
Mortgage Loan Originator
Vice President
renee.killian@regions.com
770.655.4148
620 East Main Street
Cartersville, GA 30120

His proteges include his daugh-
ters Kaitlyn and Danielle Drexler,
both 23, and 17-year-old son
Joshua. 

He recounted his daughters’ per-
formances at the national champi-
onship in Nebraska a few years
back. 

“What we teach the kids is that
you practice in what you’re going
to plan. Well, we’re from Georgia,
and we practice in shorts and tank
tops and things that we’re comfort-
able with, because we’re practicing
when it’s 85, 90 degrees and 100
percent humidity,” he said. 

Well, those weren’t exactly the
conditions in Nebraska that day —
it was about 50 degrees, rainy and
the wind was blowing “at 15 miles
per hour sideways,” Drexler re-
counted. While the other competi-
tors stepped to the line in jackets
and sweaters, at least one of
Drexler’s kids shivered her way
through the shootout in those afore-
mentioned shorts and tank tops. 

But the siblings did everything

they had practiced and everything
their father taught them to do —
and they both walked away posting
their best ever tournament scores.

And that’s one of the big benefits
of the program, Drexler said. Not
only does it teach children and
teens marksmanship, it also teaches
them how to manage their emo-
tions and stay calm under duress.

“It’s what they call ‘attentional
control’ in the academic world, or
as we call it, ‘focus,’” he said. “You
have to be aware and pay attention
to not only what you’re doing, but
everyone else around you.” 

The program also aims to inspire
tenacity in its participants. “It’s al-
ways great to shoot 10s, but every
once in a while you shoot a five,”
he said. “But you can come right
back and shoot a 10 if you just let it
go and focus on the fundamentals.”

His own experiences in the pro-
gram inspired Drexler to pursue a
Ph.D in organizational leadership
from the University of Phoenix —
naturally, his dissertation was on
the subject of mindfulness. 

“It was my work with the com-
petitive athletes in shooting sports
that spurred me to go back to

school to delve deeper into how to
remain mindful under pressure and
to work more effectively under
pressure,” he said.

Drexler — who, in addition to his
day job as a lead emergency man-
agement specialist at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, is
also a National Rifle Association-
certified instructor — said SAFE is
about much more than shooting
techniques and gold medals. 

“We always love winning the
championships, but it’s the life
skills we’re teaching them and
watching them turn into young
adults after they finish with the pro-
gram,” he said. “You’re going to hit
speed bumps, challenges as you go
through the program. But if you
stay focused and follow through
and do what you need to do, you’re
going to learn skills that are going
to carry forward with you no matter
what walk of life you choose.”

Hence, the motto printed on the
team’s shirts: “Shooting for a life-
time of success.”

Drexler notes that many parents
are apprehensive about the prospects
of mixing children and guns. But he
said the paramount goal of SAFE is

to instill in young people an in-
grained respect — and sense of re-
sponsibility — for firearms.

“There’s always so much nega-
tivity about firearms and youth and
our program is the complete oppo-
site,” he said. “They have to act like
mature athletes … we’re creating
outstanding athletes, outstanding
young adults.”

The way Drexler sees it, firearms
are no different than any other tool.
And compared to traditional youth
sporting activities like football,
soccer and basketball, he said the
injury rate for competitive shooting
is downright microscopic. 

“If I start early and teach you
how to use it properly and safely,
then most of the risk goes away,”
Drexler said. “Even cuts and
bruises, I don’t think we’ve had an
accident in the program docu-
mented for 12 years.”

The SAFE program resumes
next weekend, with 2019’s state
competitions slated for early
spring. More information on the
program is available online at
www.extension.uga.edu/county-of-
fices/bartow/4-h-youth-develop-
ment.html.

Riflery
FROM PAGE 1A

speaker to a vibrant and growing
congregation in Adairsville,” Reaves
said. “It also allows us, the commit-
tee, the opportunity to include speak-
ers throughout Bartow County.”

Washington, who also is a gospel
songwriter and recording artist,
served as a youth director for more
than 15 years before being called
into the ministry in May 2008.

An aviation storekeeper in the
U.S. Navy for 10 years, the pastor

served in Desert Storm/Desert
Shield and the Gulf War.

Also as part of the program, the
committee will present scholar-
ships to two deserving students as
well as Mentor and Citizenship
Awards to individuals recognized
for their service to Bartow County.

“From One Extreme to Another”
was selected as the theme for this
year’s event, which generally has a
crowd of 75 to 100 people in atten-

dance, Reaves said.  
“Based on the information peo-

ple consume from varied sources,
it seems as if the political and social
climates have changed in the U.S.,”
he said. “On the surface, we appear
to be more polarized and divided.
Perhaps if people of good will and
faith can continue to overshadow
this shift with love, compassion
and positive action for others, we
will begin to unify and truly make
this nation great for everyone.”

Reaves said he’s hoping “others
will come to join us on this day”
and added the program has been

fortunate to have “very good”
weather the past several years.  

“It’s amazing that this singular
event has continued for almost a
century,” he said. “It speaks volumes
to the dedication of past members
and the support of this community.
While some may see this as an un-
necessary event, the Emancipation
Proclamation was an integral part of
American history, practically chang-
ing the life trajectory for millions of
people and their descendants.”

For information about the pro-
gram, call Polly Pritchett at 770-
312-1980.

Emancipation
FROM PAGE 1A
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CARL JUSTE/MIAMI HERALD VIA AP
Alabama head coach Nick Saban walks at practice Thursday
in Miami Shores, Florida, ahead of today’s Orange Bowl.

Can Notre Dame measure up to No. 2 Clemson?
BY RALPH D. RUSSO

AP College Football Writer

DALLAS — The question was
about sustaining high-level success
in college football and Dabo Swin-
ney’s answer lasted 3 minutes, 40
seconds. Brevity is not the Clem-
son coach’s strong suit.

Swinney talked about how peo-
ple make the program, continuity
leads to consistency, and how it
can’t just be about the results on the
scoreboard.

“It’s a holistic approach. It’s so-
cial. It’s spiritual. It’s life skills. It’s
career development. It’s every
area,” Swinney said Friday during
the final Cotton Bowl news confer-
ence. “And I think our commitment
to that has been a big reason that
we’ve been able to sustain our suc-
cess because I think certain types of
young people have bought into
that.”

As Swinney talked, Notre Dame
coach Brian Kelly listened — a
joint news conference with Swin-
ney involves a lot of listening —
occasionally nodding his head in
agreement. Swinney has built the
Tigers into what Notre Dame used
to be and what Kelly is trying to
recreate in South Bend, Indiana.

The second-ranked Tigers (13-0)
face the third-ranked Fighting Irish
(12-0) on Saturday in Notre
Dame’s first College Football Play-

off appearance. It is Clemson’s
fourth straight. The winner will
play for the national championship
on Jan. 7 in Santa Clara, California.
Clemson has played for the title
twice in the past three seasons.

Kelly marveled at Clemson’s
consistency under Swinney.

“It’s easy to get distracted,”
Kelly said. “And to keep that
within your culture in your pro-
gram requires just to have an eye
on it every single day. So his ability
to continue to keep his program
year in and year out at the top of
college football requires more than
just recruiting good players.”

Kelly has been at Notre Dame
for nine years and had the most
successful run for a Fighting Irish
coach since Lou Holtz, who won
the school’s last national title in
1988. The only coaches who have
won more games at Notre Dame
than Kelly (81-34) are Hall of
Famers Knute Rockne (105), Holtz
(100), Ara Parseghian (95) and
Frank Leahy (87).

Kelly has only once been this
close to a national championship
and after Alabama beat the Irish 42-
14 in the 2012 BCS championship
game, Notre Dame really didn’t
seem all that close in retrospect.
Just two seasons ago, the Irish went
4-8 and Kelly overhauled his staff
and his approach to leading a team.
The result was a huge turnaround

to 10-3 last year. The foundation
appears to be in place for the Irish
to regularly contend for the playoff.

Still, Kelly and his team have
downplayed any talk of the Cotton
Bowl being a barometer for the
program. Sure, the Irish are here
again on the big stage, but do they
really belong?

“When you go through and win
week after week, you’re past meas-
uring sticks,” Kelly said earlier this
week.

If Alabama is the current stan-
dard in college football, Clemson
has been the only program that
comes close.

In 11 seasons under Swinney, the
Tigers are 114-30. And while that
takes more than just good players,
the Tigers also have plenty of those.

Running back Travis Etienne is
a second-team All-American who
has scored 22 touchdowns. Fresh-
man quarterback Trevor Lawrence
looks like a future first overall NFL
draft pick. The best defensive line
in the country features All-Ameri-
cans in tackle Christian Wilkins
and end Clelin Ferrell. No oppo-
nent has come within 20 points of
Clemson since a close call against
Syracuse in September.

“We don’t need a superhuman
effort or anything, just keep doing
what we’ve been doing and take
care of our business and control
what we can control,” said Notre

Dame quarterback Ian Book, who,
like Lawrence, took over as the
starter midseason.

More things to know about the
fourth and most important meeting
between Notre Dame and Clem-
son.

MISSING
Clemson will be without one of

its key performers on its great de-
fensive line after 340-pound tackle
Dexter Lawrence was suspended
for failing an NCAA test for per-
formance-enhancing drugs. Step-
ping in will be senior Albert
Huggins, sophomore Nyles Pinck-
ney and redshirt freshman Jordan
Williams.

“Those guys have played all year
long. They have a ton of experi-
ence. They hurt for their teammate.
But you best believe they’re ex-
cited for a little more opportunity
for themselves,” Swinney said.

THE OTHER DEXTER
Notre Dame’s Dexter Williams

missed the first four games of the
season for undisclosed disciplinary
reasons, but he has been one of the
best running backs in the country
since returning, averaging 6.63
yards per carry with a team-high 13
touchdowns.

The Irish have insisted their ap-
proach on offense won’t change
with Lawrence missing, but there
could be more room and opportu-
nities for Williams to get rolling.

STAFF REPORT

The Cass girls built a big lead in
the first half and saw Peachtree
Ridge cut into it significantly in the
second before recovering for a 77-
62 win over the 7A program in the
semifinals of the Adairsville Christ-
mas Clash Friday afternoon.

Five Colonels scored in double-
figures to send the team to the
championship game. Payton Stod-
dard led the way with 17 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers.

Alexis Ware totaled 15 points,
and Londaisha Smith added 12. The
duo each had eight points in the first
quarter as Cass (11-2) doubled up
Peachtree Ridge, 24-12.

Amber Brittian, who joined
Claire Davis with 13 points, kept
the Colonels offense ticking in the
second quarter. The senior pro-
duced seven points in the period to
help Cass build a healthy 41-22 lead
at the break.

Six different players scored for
the Colonels in the third quarter, but
the Lions finally gained a foothold
in the game — more than doubling
their offensive production with a
23-point period.

By the time the final stanza had
began, Cass’ lead was down to 58-
45. A quick start to the fourth quar-
ter allowed Peachtree Ridge, which
fell to Cass in the Chattooga Christ-

mas Classic last season, to trim the
deficit even more.

The Colonels, though, weathered
the storm. Despite hitting just over
half of its free throws (17 of 33),
Cass managed to earn a 15-point
win and a spot in tonight’s title
game, which will tip off at approx-
imately 7.

Southside 61, 
Adairsville girls 51

The Adairsville girls missed out
on a chance to face a Bartow
County rival in the championship
game of the Tigers’ own tourna-
ment with a 61-51 defeat to Gads-
den, Alabama-based Southside on
Friday night.

A rough second quarter proved to
be the downfall for the Tigers in the
semifinals of the Adairsville Christ-
mas Clash. The loss puts Adairsville
into the third-place game against
Peachtree Ridge at 5:30 p.m. today,
while Southside advances to face
Cass in the championship.

The teams played fairly even
through the first quarter of the semi-
final with the Panthers taking a
slight 12-11 advantage into the sec-
ond, despite seven points from
Nakiyah Washington and four from
Havyn Isaac.

Colonels advance to title
game; Tigers fall in semis

STAFF REPORT

The Adairsville boys fell in the
semifinals of their Christmas
Clash tournament Friday night to
North Cobb Christian.

The Eagles erupted for 23
points in the first quarter and
never looked back in a 65-43 vic-
tory.

After trailing by 10 points after
the first period, Adairsville —
which has played the past two
days without senior Mason
Boswell, who has been at the
GACA Senior Bowl — recovered
to pull within 31-26 by halftime.

North Cobb Christian extended
its lead to 43-35 entering the
fourth quarter before a dominant
final period allowed the Eagles to
earn a comfortable win.

Connor Crunkelton led the
Tigers with 12 points, including a
pair of 3s. Danarous Johnson

added eight for Adairsville, which
will face Boaz (Alabama) in the
third-place game at 4 p.m. today.

Bremen 83, Excel boys 48
After a late Thursday night loss

in the opening round of the
Adairsville Christmas Clash, the
Excel Christian boys never
seemed to get going in a consola-
tion semifinal defeat to Bremen on
Friday afternoon.

The Blue Devils sprinted to a
28-4 lead after one quarter, high-
lighted by six 3-pointers from five
different players, en route to an
83-43 win over the Eagles.

Excel (3-9) saw its offensive
output increase over the next two
quarters with 11 points in the sec-
ond quarter and 19 in the third, but
the Eagles never mounted a seri-
ous threat. Bremen, meanwhile,
put up 25 points in the second pe-

riod for a 53-15 halftime lead and
19 in the third for a 72-34 advan-
tage entering the final stanza.

Rayshawn Womack led Excel

with 12 points. The junior had a
trio of 3-pointers and 10 total
points in the third quarter. No
other Eagle produced more than

seven points.
Excel will face Washington in

the seventh-place game at 11:30
a.m. today.

Adairsville boys 59, Excel 48
Gaven Crunkelton knocked

down seven 3-pointers and Da-
narous Johnson scored 12 of his
14 points after halftime to allow
Adairsville to grab a 59-48 victory
over Excel Christian in the first
round of the Christmas Clash,
hosted by the Tigers.

Crunkelton came out firing
from deep and connected on three
3-pointers in the opening quarter.
His quick start got Adairsville out
to an 18-12 lead.

He knocked down two more in
the second quarter to put the
Tigers ahead 29-21 at halftime.
Rayshawn Womack, who finished
with 18 points, scored a dozen in

the first half to keep Excel within
touching distance.

While Crunkelton cooled down
somewhat from distance after the
break, still hitting a single triple in
the third and fourth quarters for 21
total points in the game, Johnson
got going to thwart any Excel
comeback bid.

Johnson had six points in the
third period, as the Tigers ex-
tended their advantage to 44-31.
The senior added eight in the
fourth quarter to overcome the Ea-
gles’ best offensive stanza, which
included two 3-pointers by Wom-
ack.

Excel senior Josiah Mosley
joined Womack in double-figures
with 12 points. Malachi Gardner
chipped in with eight points and
two 3s for the Tigers, who
knocked down 11 shots from be-
yond the arc.

ADAIRSVILLE CHRISTMAS CLASH

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Cass senior Sharia Wade shoots a layup during Friday’s win.

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Adairsville senior Nakiyah Washington takes a shot during
Friday’s semifinal game against Southside (Alabama).
Washington finished with 11 points in the defeat.SEE HOOPS, PAGE 2B

Adairsville boys to play for 3rd; Excel drops to 0-2 in tourney

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Adairsville junior Malachi Gardner goes up for a shot during
Friday’s semifinal loss to North Cobb Christian.

Alabama set for Oklahoma,

with a title-game berth at stake
BY TIM REYNOLDS

AP Sports Writer

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — Nick Saban knows Alabama cannot
win every game.

The Crimson Tide merely come close.
This is the fifth year of the College Football Playoff, and the fifth

Alabama appearance in the four-team tournament to decide the na-
tional champion. The latest quest toward another title, which would
be the school’s third in the last four years, resumes Saturday when the
top-ranked Crimson Tide (13-0) take on fourth-ranked Oklahoma (12-
1) in the semifinals at the Orange Bowl.

“It’s a good problem to have,” said Oklahoma quarterback Kyler
Murray, the Heisman Trophy winner. “They win a lot. We win a lot.
... I’ve heard a lot of people say ‘beat Alabama’ just because they don’t
like Alabama or whatever. But I’m not really too much into that.”

The game is a matchup between the two highest-scoring offenses

SEE ORANGE, PAGE 2B
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NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Toronto 26 11 .703 —
Philadelphia23 13 .639 2½
Boston 20 14 .588 4½
Brooklyn 17 20 .459 9
New York 9 27 .250 16½

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Charlotte 17 17 .500 —
Miami 17 17 .500 —
Orlando 15 19 .441 2
Washington 13 23 .361 5
ATLANTA 10 24 .294 7

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 24 10 .706 —
Indiana 24 12 .667 1
Detroit 16 17 .485 7½
Chicago 10 26 .278 15
Cleveland 8 28 .222 17

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
Houston 19 15 .559 —
San Antonio 19 16 .543 ½
Memphis 18 16 .529 1
Dallas 16 18 .471 3
New Orleans16 20 .444 4

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Denver 21 11 .656 —
OKC 22 12 .647 —
Portland 20 15 .571 2½
Utah 17 19 .472 6
Minnesota 16 19 .457 6½

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

Golden State23 13 .639 —
L.A. Clippers20 14 .588 2
L.A. Lakers 20 15 .571 2½
Sacramento 19 16 .543 3½
Phoenix 9 27 .250 14

Thursday's Games
Houston 127, Boston 113
Milwaukee 112, New York 96
Sacramento 117, L.A. Lakers 116
Philadelphia 114, Utah 97
Portland 110, Golden State 109, OT

Friday's Games
Charlotte 100, Brooklyn 87
Chicago 101, Washington 92
Indiana 125, Detroit 88
Orlando 116, Toronto 87
ATLANTA 123, Minnesota 120, OT
Miami 118, Cleveland 94
New Orleans 114, Dallas 112
Oklahoma City 118, Phoenix 102
San Antonio at Denver, late
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, late

Today's Games
Brooklyn at Milwaukee, 5 p.m.
Charlotte at Washington, 7 p.m.
Houston at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at ATLANTA, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Memphis, 8 p.m.
New York at Utah, 8 p.m.
Denver at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Golden State at Portland, 10 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday's Games
Detroit at Orlando, 3:30 p.m.
Chicago at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Miami, 6 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Portland, 9 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Independence Bowl

Shreveport, La.
Duke 56, Temple 27

Pinstripe Bowl
New York

Wisconsin 35, Miami 3
Texas Bowl

Houston
Baylor 45, Vanderbilt 38

Friday’s Games
Music City Bowl
Nashville, Tenn.

Auburn 63, Purdue 14

Camping World Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State (10-2), late
Today’s Games

Peach Bowl
Atlanta

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2), Noon (ESPN)
Belk Bowl

Charlotte, N.C.
South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5), Noon (ABC)

Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5), 1:15 p.m.
(CBSSN)

Cotton Bowl Classic
Arlington, Texas

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. Clemson (13-0), 4
p.m. (ESPN)

Orange Bowl

Miami Gardens, Fla.
CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Alabama (13-0), 8
p.m. (ESPN)

Monday’s Games
Military Bowl

Annapolis, Md.
Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6), Noon (ESPN)

Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6), 2 p.m. (CBS)
Redbox Bowl

Santa Clara, Calif.
Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4), 3 p.m. (FOX)

Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6), 3:45 p.m.
(ESPN)

Holiday Bowl
San Diego

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4), 7 p.m. (FS1)
Gator Bowl

Jacksonville, Fla.

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4), 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Tuesday’s Games

Outback Bowl
Tampa, Fla.

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4), Noon (ESPN2)
Citrus Bowl

Orlando, Fla.
Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3), 1 p.m. (ABC)

Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0), 1 p.m. (ESPN)
Rose Bowl

Pasadena, Calif.
Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1), 5 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl
New Orleans

Texas (9-4) vs. GEORGIA (11-2), 8:45 p.m. (ESPN)
Monday, Jan. 7

College Football Championship
Santa Clara, Calif.

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl winner, 8 p.m.
(ESPN)

SPORTSROUNDUP

Home & Away

On the Air

Today
BASKETBALL

Adairsville boys at Christmas Clash, 4 p.m.
Adairsville girls at Christmas Clash, 5:30 p.m.

Chattooga at Cartersville, 1 p.m.
Cass girls at Christmas Clash at Adairsville, 7 p.m.

Excel boys at Christmas Clash at Adairsville, 11:30 a.m.
WRESTLING

Adairsville at Heart of Dixie Invitational, 9 a.m.
Cartersville at Yellow Jacket Invitational at Rockmart

Cartersville girls at ALX Invitational at Alexander
Woodland at Knockout Classic at Osceola (Florida)

Wednesday
BASKETBALL

Cartersville boys at White County, 5 p.m.
Friday

BASKETBALL
Adairsville at Ringgold, 7 p.m.

Cartersville at Cedartown, 6 p.m.
Hiram at Cass, 6 p.m.

Excel boys at Christian Heritage, 6 p.m.
Carrollton at Woodland, 6 p.m.

WRESTLING
Cass at Clay County Fairgrounds (Florida), 2 p.m.

Saturday, January 5
BASKETBALL

Central-Carroll at Cartersville, 2:30 p.m.
Villa Rica at Woodland, 6 p.m.

SWIM
Adairsville at Greyhound Invitational, 2:45 p.m.

WRESTLING
Adairsville at Murray Invitational, 9 a.m.

Cartersville at Spartan Duals at South Paulding
Cartersville girls at Women's Queen of the Mountain

at Harris County
Cass at Clay County Fairgrounds (Florida), 9 a.m.

Tuesday, January 8
BASKETBALL

Adairsville at North Murray, 6 p.m.
Lagrange at Cartersville, 6 p.m.

Cass at Kell, 6 p.m.
Excel boys at Gordon Lee, 7:30 p.m.
Woodland at East Paulding, 6 p.m.

WRESTLING
Hiram, Model at Adairsville, 5:30 p.m.
Cartersville, Cedartown at Chattooga

Friday, January 11
BASKETBALL

Cartersville at Sandy Creek, 6 p.m.
Paulding County at Cass, 7 p.m.

Mount Zion at Excel boys, 7:30 p.m.
Rome at Woodland, 6 p.m.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon — Davidson at North Carolina (ESPN2)

Noon — Howard at Georgetown (FSSO)
2 p.m. — Kentucky at Louisville (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Xavier at DePaul (FS1)
2 p.m. — Texas A&M-Corpus Christi at Okla. State (FSSE)

3:30 p.m. — Georgia Southern at Dayton (NBCSN)
4 p.m. — Campbell at Miami (FSSO)
4:30 p.m. — Belmont at Purdue (FS1)

NBA BASKETBALL
7:30 p.m. — Cleveland at Atlanta (FSSE)

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
4 p.m. — Abilene Christian at Texas Tech (FSSE)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Noon — Belk Bowl: South Carolina vs. Virginia (ABC)

Noon — Peach Bowl: Florida vs. Michigan (ESPN)
4 p.m. — Cotton Bowl: Notre Dame vs. Clemson (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Orange Bowl: Oklahoma vs. Alabama (ESPN)

NHL HOCKEY
1 p.m. — Carolina at New Jersey (FSSO)

8 p.m. — N.Y. Rangers at Nashville (FSSO)
SERIE A SOCCER

6:25 a.m. — Juventus vs. Sampdoria (ESPN2)
PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER

9:55 a.m. — Tottenham vs. Wolves (NBCSN)
12:30 p.m. — Liverpool vs. Arsenal (NBC)

NBA Standings

Bowl Schedule

BY TERESA M. WALKER

AP Sports Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Auburn fin-
ished its up-and-down season with a spec-
tacular performance.

A record-setting encore in the Music
City Bowl.

Jarrett Stidham threw for a career-high
373 yards and five touchdowns in his final
college game, and Auburn pounded Purdue
63-14 on Friday.

The Tigers (8-5) opened the season with
a top-10 ranking before stumbling in
Southeastern Conference play against un-
ranked and ranked teams alike. The Tigers
finished with their first postseason victory
since the 2015 Birmingham Bowl against
Memphis and a whole bunch of records.

Auburn scored the most points by an
SEC team in a bowl, topping Alabama’s
61-6 win over Syracuse in the Orange
Bowl on Jan. 1, 1953. The Tigers had a
chance to match the most points ever in a
bowl at 70, most recently by Army in the
Armed Forces Bowl last week, but took a
knee at the Purdue 1 after a replay review
overturned a very late TD run by Joey
Gatewood.

“We’ve had some ups and downs this
year,” Auburn coach Gus Malzahn said,
crediting his seniors for keeping the Tigers
together. “This was a big win for us.”

Stidham, a junior who already has de-

clared his intention to leave early for the
NFL draft, got the Tigers off to a fast start,
and they just poured it on from there.

“We just tried to make those explosive
plays that we’ve needed all year,” Stidham
said.

Auburn scored TDs on its first eight pos-
sessions. It tied the Music City Bowl
records for most points and TDs set by
West Virginia in 2000 — with 5:36 left in

the first half. By halftime, Auburn led 56-
7 with the most points scored in any half
in program history after holding the ball for
only 11 minutes. It was the most points by
one team in a half in any bowl.

“I mean it was a thing of beauty to watch
from the sideline to watch the guys make
plays,” Malzahn said. “When we make ex-
plosive plays and we play fast, we’re a
pretty good offense, and today it all came

together. I really believe that will carry
over to next season.”

Purdue (6-7) dropped three of its last
four games in its second season under
coach Jeff Brohm.

“That one snowballed faster than most,”
Brohm said. “I’ve been part of games that
were a bad outcome, but that one happened
fast. Credit to them, they made their
breaks. Every little thing that went wrong
seemed like it could. We got behind the
eight-ball early.”

Auburn started the game with the ball
and needed only 63 seconds to set the tone,
with Stidham finding JaTarvious Whitlow
for a 66-yard TD pass. Whitlow also added
a pair of short TD runs as Auburn led 28-7
at the end of the first quarter.

The Tigers outgained Purdue 586-263 in
total offense and had only one three-and-
out late in the third quarter. Purdue was in-
tercepted twice and turned it over on
downs twice. Auburn punted once all
game.

Darius Slayton set a bowl record with
TD catches of 74, 52 and 34 yards and fin-
ished with 160 yards receiving. Javaris
Davis had a sack and an interception in the
first quarter for Auburn, and Big Kat
Bryant returned an interception 20 yards
for a 45-7 lead with 12:29 left in the first
half.

THE TAKEAWAY
Purdue: With defensive tackle Lorenzo

Neal out after tearing an ACL in the regu-
lar-season finale against Indiana, the Boil-
ermakers had little answer for anything
Auburn tried on offense.

Auburn: It sure looks as if Malzahn
made the right decision when he took back
the play-calling duties he handled his first
three seasons at Auburn. Only five other
teams have scored more in a bowl game,
and the Tigers set a school record for total
yards in a bowl.

PLAYING THE BOWL
Stidham bucked the new trend of not

playing in bowl games, and he very likely
helped his draft stock with his perform-
ance. He was 13 of 18 for 335 yards and
four TDs at halftime and nearly had a TD
run only to be ruled just short. Stidham said
he had to play as a competitor.

“In my two short years here, I’ve grown
so close to these guys I could never imag-
ine not finishing the season with them,”
Stidham said.

UP NEXT
Purdue: Brohm has a lot to replace with

a senior class of 29 counting walk-ons. The
departing Boilermakers include quarter-
back David Blough and top running backs
in D.J. Knox and Markell Jones.

Auburn: The search for Stidham’s re-
placement began with sophomore Malik
Willis getting the first look once Malzahn
finally pulled his starting quarterback with
1:33 left. Gatewood also played late.

Stidham, Auburn throttle Purdue, 63-14, at Music City Bowl

MARK HUMPHREY/AP
Auburn wide receiver Anthony Schwartz, right, runs past Purdue defenders
Brennan Thieneman, left, and Jaylan Alexander, center, in the first half of the
Music City Bowl Friday in Nashville, Tennessee.

BY TIM REYNOLDS

AP Sports Writer

ORLANDO, Fla. — Abdul
Adams and Trishton Jackson made
their Syracuse debuts memorable,
combining to score three touch-
downs and helping the 17th-ranked
Orange secure their first 10-win
season since 2001 by topping No.
15 West Virginia 34-18 in the
Camping World Bowl on Friday.

Adams rushed for two first-half
scores, and Jackson hauled in a TD
pass from Eric Dungey on the first
play of the fourth quarter for Syra-
cuse (10-3), which survived a game
that featured eight lead changes.
Adams and Jackson were both

transfers who had to sit out a year,
which by NCAA rule was satisfied
at the end of the first semester.

Dungey completed 21 of 30
passes for 303 yards for the Or-
ange, who trailed 18-17 going into
the final quarter.

Barely five minutes later, it was
34-18 Syracuse. Dungey connected
with Jackson, the Orange got an in-
terception one play later and turned
that possession into a field goal by
Andre Szmyt, and Jarveon Howard
barreled in from 4 yards out with
9:59 left to cap the SU flurry.

Syracuse got a fourth-and-goal
stop on the next possession, and
from there the orange-clad faithful
who came south from Central New

York could start to celebrate.
Jack Allison, making his first

collegiate start because West Vir-
ginia star quarterback Will Grier
elected to skip the bowl game and
focus on preparing for the NFL,
completed 17 of 35 passes for 277
yards for the Mountaineers (8-4).

Kennedy McCoy had a 3-yard
touchdown run for West Virginia
on a direct snap, and Evan Staley
made four field goals for the
Mountaineers. Szmyt made a pair
of field goals for Syracuse, ending
his freshman season with 30 — one
shy of the Football Bowl Subdivi-
sion record set in 2003 by Geor-
gia’s Billy Bennett.

THE TAKEAWAY

Syracuse: Dungey came into the
game holding or sharing 18 Syra-
cuse records, and got another one
in his collegiate finale. He passed
Ryan Nassib (9,190) for most pass-
ing yards in Syracuse history, fin-
ishing his career with 9,340 — the
record-breaker coming on a 6-yard
toss to Chris Elmore in the third
quarter.

West Virginia: The Mountaineers
fell in a bowl game for the third
consecutive season, but probably
have a good idea about their start-
ing quarterback in 2019. Allison
had nine completions go for more
than 15 yards.

POLL IMPLICATIONS
Syracuse will end the season in

the AP Top 25 for the first time
since 2001, when it finished No.
14. The last time the Orange fin-
ished a season higher than that was
1992, when they were No. 6.

TRICKERATION
Season over — may as well

empty the playbook. Both sides
tried first-half trickery, albeit in
vain. Syracuse called for a throw-
back pass on a kickoff return and
didn’t even get to its own 10-yard
line (though wound up getting
Adams’ first TD on that drive).
West Virginia tried a double reverse
and pass attempt to backup quarter-
back Trey Lowe III, who hauled in
Trevon Wesco’s throw but was out
of bounds.

RARE MISS
Staley came in as one of 13

major college kickers to be 75-for-
75 or better on extra-point tries
over the last two seasons. He
missed his first PAT attempt Friday,
the ball bouncing off the right up-
right. Going back to his senior high
school season, Staley — who was
only 7 years old when he told late
coach Bill Stewart that he was
going to West Virginia — had
made 101 consecutive PAT tries.

UP NEXT
Syracuse: Visit Liberty — and

new coach Hugh Freeze — on Aug.
31, 2019.

West Virginia: Host James Madi-
son on Aug. 31, 2019.

Syracuse tops West Virginia in back-and-forth Camping World Bowl

Adairsville, though, managed
just seven points in the second pe-
riod, falling behind 27-18 at the in-
terval. A trio of 3-pointers — one
each by Isaac, Alexa Varner and
Breanna Wilson — during the third
quarter kept the Tigers in the game,
as the Panthers offense really
started clicking.

An 18-point final period wasn’t
enough for Adairsville to overcome
a 44-33 deficit entering the fourth
quarter, as Southside connected on
34 of 43 free throws in the game.
The Tigers, meanwhile, made 19 of
25 from the foul line.

Isaac finished with 13 points,
while Washington had 11, making
8 of 10 free throws but only one
field goal. Coriana McDaniel also
chipped in with eight points.

HOOPS

FROM PAGE 1B

in the country, with Oklahoma
slightly outpacing Alabama there.
It’s also a matchup of arguably the
two best players in the country;
Murray and Alabama quarterback
Tua Tagovailoa were first and sec-
ond, respectively, in the Heisman
voting.

At stake is a berth in the CFP title
game on Jan. 7 against either Clem-
son or Notre Dame. And Alabama
has four players who will be ap-
pearing in their seventh CFP game
— which is absurd, especially when
considering that there have been
only 12 games total in the event
since it was put into place starting
with the 2014 season.

“We know we can’t be perfect,”
Saban said. “But we’re certainly
trying to work every day to close
the gap on how good can we be, and
are we reaching our full potential in
how we improve and work every
day.”

The edge for the Crimson Tide,
on paper anyway, is on defense. Al-
abama comes into this game ranked
fourth nationally in points allowed
per game, while Oklahoma is
ranked 96th.

“We’ve prepared well,” said
Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley, the
35-year-old offensive mastermind
who will be coaching in his 15th
bowl game already. “Confident in
the way our team has approached
this entire month. We’ve had a great
week here so far. Can’t wait for Sat-
urday night.”

ORANGE

FROM PAGE 1B
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EARN $600 to $700 Per Month
Working 2 TO 3 Hours Each Night

Apply In Person

251 S. Tennessee Street

Join the Newspaper Delivery Team 
at The Daily Tribune News!

Tribune Newspaper Delivery Routes pay as
much as $15 per hour, depending on the route.
Carriers must have dependable transportation

and a valid drivers license

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lost & Found011

LOST YOUR DOG OR CAT?
Stop by the Bartow County Animal Shelter at

50 Ladds Mountain Road off Burnt Hickory Rd.

Notice013 Apartments for Rent030

Houses for Rent040

REAL ESTATE: SALES

Warehouse Space for Rent115

HELP WANTED

Construction235

Security306

General350

General350

Position Wanted370

MERCHANDISE

Cemetery Lots502

AUTOMOTIVE

Autos For Sale600

Autos For Sale600

Vans/Utility Vehicles610
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Email photo & ad text to:
classifieds@daily-tribune.com

or come by 251 S. Tennessee St., Cartersville

Call 770-382-4545
For More Information or To Place Your Ad

HThese Specials Are Available To Dealers H

2 weeks WITH A PICTURE AND TEXT AS LOW AS
$39.00

3 months WITH A PICTURE AND TEXT AS LOW AS
$47.00
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BY DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — As 2018
closes, the WNBA is at a cross-
roads.

The play on the court has never
been better, with Breanna Stewart
and Sue Bird leading the Seattle
Storm to a championship. Most of
the playoff positions weren’t de-
cided until the final days of the
season. Television ratings were
up more than 30 percent and the
Game 3 clincher of the WNBA
Finals had its highest rating on
ESPN2 since 2010.

Buoyed by the strong ratings,
the network increased the number
of games it will cover next year.
Metrics also were up for league
pass, merchandise sales and so-
cial media.

Yet those numbers haven’t led
to the league and its owners mak-
ing money. The WNBA says it
has lost significant money the last
22 years, including $12 million
last season.

“On average (we’ve lost) over
$10 million every year we’ve op-
erated,” NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver told The Associated
Press in October.

Attendance across the league
was down nearly an average of
1,000 fans per game. The de-
crease was partly because of the

New York Liberty playing in a
smaller venue this past season in-
stead of Madison Square Garden.

Off the court the league is
going through a lot of change.
President Lisa Borders stepped
down at the end of the season.
The next two top executives also
departed during the course of the
year, leaving a void at the top of
the longest running professional
women’s sports league.

“We’re using a professional
search firm,” Silver said of the
pursuit for the next president.
“We had a lot of interest from
people who know the league and
contacted us directly and the
search firm has a pretty signifi-
cant pool of candidates.”

Silver had hoped to fill the po-
sition by the New Year, but that
seems unlikely at this point. The
three previous WNBA presidents
were hired a few months before
the season began — all after Jan.
1.

Finding a person with excellent
marketing and business skills is
key.

“The league has gotten the
world’s attention,” Silver said.
“Ideally we would find someone
who had extensive basketball
knowledge, have very strong
business skills. The league is
going into its 23rd season and it’s
not a secret that we haven’t
cracked the code on how to make
money in women’s basketball ...
We have to set this league on a
path to sustainability. We need to
focus on building corporate part-
nerships.”

There wasn’t just change in the
league office. Los Angeles Sparks
President Christine Simmons left
to become chief operating officer
of the Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts & Sciences. Longtime
Indiana Fever President Kelly
Krauskopf left the team to take
over as assistant general manager
of the Indiana Pacers. Coach
Brian Agler resigned as coach of
the Sparks and took the same job
with Dallas. Derek Fisher re-
placed Agler with Los Angeles.

Whomever the league hires as
president will have to deal with
negotiations for a new collective
bargaining agreement. The play-
ers’ union decided to opt out of
the current CBA, giving the sides
plenty of time to negotiate a new

one. The union’s decision won’t
affect the 2019 season because
the deal ends on Oct. 31.

The league has seen growth in
many areas since the current
CBA took effect in 2014. The
WNBA started live streaming
games on Twitter and partnered
with one-day daily fantasy sites.
Players appeared in a video game
for the first time.

The players aren’t just looking
to increase their salaries. The top
base salary for a veteran WNBA
player, not including bonuses, is
$115,500. Travel woes and player
fatigue came to the forefront last
season when the schedule was
crammed into 13 weeks because
of the FIBA Women’s World Cup.
It was three weeks shorter than
the 2017 season. The Las Vegas
Aces forfeited a game against
Washington when the team en-
dured 26 hours of travel and
didn’t arrive in D.C. until a few
hours before the scheduled tip.

Players have discussed flying
on charter planes, but the league
says the cost is prohibitive.

Silver said the league could be
amenable to chartering at appro-
priate times. In 2013, the league
approved New York taking a
charter flight to Indiana for a
game when all other flight op-
tions were exhausted. For the
Aces, no charter flight was avail-
able during its travel woes, ac-
cording to the team. A
compromise between the current
state of travel and chartering
flights, such as getting TSA
PreCheck, would help.

The new president also could
have to deal with the ongoing sale
of the New York Liberty. Current
owner James Dolan has had the
franchise on the market for 14
months. There have been several
potential buyers and a few deals
have gotten close, but for various
reasons all fell through.

Even without a new owner on
the horizon and the Liberty in the
same situation as last November,
Silver says there is “no risk” of
the team folding in the offseason.

“Jim has been very helpful to
the league on the Liberty,” Silver
said. “Even though the team was-
n’t sold on his initial timeline, he
indicated he would do whatever
is necessary to support the transi-
tion to a new owner.”

WNBA crossroads: league looks
to cut losses, hire next president
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